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General Information 
 

University address: Philosophy 

College of Arts and Sciences 

151 Dodd Hall 

Florida State University 

Tallahassee, Florida 32306-1500 

Phone: (650) 380-4817 

 

E-mail address: smay@fsu.edu 

 

Web site: https://fsu.academia.edu/SimonCabuleaMay 

 

 

Professional Preparation 
 

2004 Ph.D., Stanford University. Major: Philosophy.  

 

1996 M.A., Rhodes University, South Africa. Major: Philosophy. (With 

distinction).  

 

1994 B.A. (Hons.), Rhodes University, South Africa. Major: Philosophy. (With 

distinction).  

 

1993 B.A., Rhodes University, South Africa. Major: Philosophy and History.  

 

 

Professional Experience 
 

2012–present Assistant Professor, Philosophy, Florida State University.  

 

2005–2012 Assistant Professor, Philosophy, Virginia Tech.  

 

 

Visiting Professorship(s) 
 

2010–2011 Visiting Research Professor, Tulane University.  

 

2004–2005 Visiting Assistant Professor, UNC Chapel Hill.  

 

 

https://fsu.academia.edu/SimonCabuleaMay
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Honors, Awards, and Prizes 
 

First Year Assistant Professor Award, Florida State University (2013). ($20,000).  

Centennial Teaching Assistant Award, Stanford University (2000).  

 

 

Fellowship(s) 
 

National Endowment for the Humanities Summer Seminar Fellowship (2005). 

Visiting Fellow, Center for Ethics and Public Affairs, Tulane University (2010–2011). 

Mellon Foundation Dissertation Fellowship (2003–2004). 

Humanities Center Pre-Doctoral Fellowship, Stanford University (2000–2001). 

 

 

Current Membership in Professional Organizations 
 

American Philosophical Association  

American Society for Political and Legal Philosophy  

Association for Political Theory  

 

 

Teaching 
 

Courses Taught 
 

Modern Political Thought (PHM 3331) 

The Philosophy of Civil Rights (PHI 4938) 

Distributive Justice (PHM 6205) 

Modern Political Thought (PHM 3331) 

Contemporary Political Thought (PHM 4340) 

Social and Political Philosophy (PHM 6205) 

Modern Political Thought (PHM 3331) 

Philosophy of Law (PHM 3400) 

 

 

Doctoral Committee Chair 
 

Hamilton, A. T., doctoral student.  

 

 

Supervision of Student Research Not Related to Thesis or Dissertation 
 

Haines, J. (2013–present).  

 

Hamilton, A. (2013–present).  
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Hoffman, M. (2013–present).  

 

 

Research and Original Creative Work 
 

Publications 
 

Invited Journal Articles 
 

May, S. C. (contract). The Ethics of Political Compromise. Political Theory.  

 

May, S. C. (in press). Directed Duties. Philosophy Compass. 

 

May, S. C. (2013). What We May Demand of Each Other. Analysis, 73 (3), 554-63. Retrieved 

from http://analysis.oxfordjournals.org/content/73/3/554.short?rss=1&%3Bssource=mfr 

 

May, S. C. (2012). Democratic Legitimacy, Legal Expressivism, and Religious Establishment. 

Critical Review of International Social and Political Philosophy, 15 (2), 219-238. 

Retrieved from http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/13698230.2012.651020 

 

May, S. C. (2011). Moral Compromise, Civic Friendship, and Political Reconciliation. Critical 

Review of International Social and Political Philosophy, 14 (5), 581-602. Retrieved from 

http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/13698230.2011.617120 

 

 

Refereed Journal Articles 
 

May, S. C. (2012). Moral Status and the Direction of Duties. Ethics, 123 (1), 113-128. Retrieved 

from http://www.jstor.org/stable/10.1086/667835 

 

May, S. C. (2009). Religious Democracy and the Liberal Principle of Legitimacy. Philosophy 

and Public Affairs, 37(2), 136-170. Retrieved from 

http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/j.1088-4963.2009.01153.x/abstract 

 

May, S. C. (2005). Principled Compromise and the Abortion Controversy. Philosophy and 

Public Affairs, 33 (4), 317-348. Retrieved from 

http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/j.1088-4963.2005.00035.x/abstract 

 

 

Invited Book Chapters 
 

May, S. C. (contract). Cooperation in Political Negotiation. Manuscript under contract for 

publication, NYU Press.  

 

http://analysis.oxfordjournals.org/content/73/3/554.short?rss=1&%3Bssource=mfr
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/13698230.2012.651020
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/13698230.2011.617120
http://www.jstor.org/stable/10.1086/667835
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/j.1088-4963.2009.01153.x/abstract
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/j.1088-4963.2005.00035.x/abstract
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May, S. C. (in press). Liberal Neutrality and Civil Marriage. In Elizabeth Brake (Ed.), After 

Marriage?. Oxford: Oxford University Press.  

 

May, S. C. (2012). Democratic Legitimacy, Legal Expressivism, and Religious Establishment. In 

E. Ceva, & E. Rossi (Eds.), Justice, Legitimacy, and Diversity. London: Routledge.  

 

May, S. C. (2012). Liberal Feminism and the Ethics of Polygamy. In S. Chan, & D. Cutas (Eds.), 

Families: Beyond the Nuclear Ideal (pp. 146-159). London: Bloomsbury Academic. 

Retrieved from 

http://www.bloomsburyacademic.com/view/Families-Beyond-the-Nuclear-Ideal/chapter-

ba-9781780930114-chapter-010.xml 

 

May, S. C. (2012). Moral Compromise, Civic Friendship, and Political Reconciliation. In C. 

Armstrong, & A. Mason (Eds.), Democratic Citizenship and Its Futures. London: 

Routledge.  

 

 

Invited Encyclopedia Entries 
 

May, S. C. (2013). Compromise. In H. LaFollette (Ed.), International Encyclopedia of Ethics (p. 

959-68). Oxford: Blackwell. Retrieved from 

http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/9781444367072.wbiee565/abstract 

 

 

Invited Reviews 
 

May, S. C. (2011). Robert Talisse, "Democracy and Moral Conflict". Ethics, 121 (3), 685-90. 

Retrieved from http://www.jstor.org/pss/10.1086/659365 

 

May, S. C. (2008). Jiwei Ci, "The Two Faces of Justice". Philosophical Review, 117(3), 

448-451. Retrieved from http://philreview.dukejournals.org/cgi/reprint/117/3/448 

 

May, S. C. (2007). David Braybrooke, "Utilitarianism: Restorations; Repairs; Revisions". 

Philosophical Review, 116 (1), 121-124. Retrieved from 

http://philreview.dukejournals.org/cgi/reprint/116/1/121 

 

 

Nonrefereed Reviews 
 

May, S. C. (2012). Bohman on Domination and Epistemic Injustice. Social Epistemology Review 

and Reply Collective, 1(8), 7-12. 

 

May, S. C. (2008). Comments on David Estlund, "Original Authority and the Democracy/Jury 

Analogy". Public Reason. Retrieved from http://publicreason.net 

 

http://www.bloomsburyacademic.com/view/Families-Beyond-the-Nuclear-Ideal/chapter-ba-9781780930114-chapter-010.xml
http://www.bloomsburyacademic.com/view/Families-Beyond-the-Nuclear-Ideal/chapter-ba-9781780930114-chapter-010.xml
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/9781444367072.wbiee565/abstract
http://www.jstor.org/pss/10.1086/659365
http://philreview.dukejournals.org/cgi/reprint/117/3/448
http://philreview.dukejournals.org/cgi/reprint/116/1/121
http://publicreason.net/
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Presentations 
 

Invited Papers at Conferences 
 

May, S. C. (accepted). Exemptions for Conscience. Paper to be presented at Religion in Liberal 

Political Philosophy, UCL RAPT, UCL London. (International) 

 

May, S. C. (presented 2015). No Compromise on Racial Equality. Paper presented at APA 

Central, APA, St Louis. (National) 

 

May, S. C. (presented 2014). Compromise in Negotiation. Paper presented at Compromise, 

American Society for Political and Legal Philosophy, Chicago. (International) 

 

May, S. C. (presented 2014). Rights, Wrongs, and Demands. Paper presented at New Orleans 

Invitational Seminar in Ethics, New Orleans Invitational Seminar in Ethics, New Orleans. 

(National) 

 

May, S. C. (presented 2011). Liberal Neutrality and Civil Marriage. Paper presented at Eastern 

Division, American Philosophical Association, Society for Applied Philosophy, 

Washington, D.C. (National) 

 

May, S. C. (presented 2011). Religious Disagreement and the Secular State. Paper presented at 

Disagreement and Legitimacy, University of Copenhagen, Copenhagen, Denmark. 

(International) 

 

May, S. C. (presented 2010). Moral Compromise, Civic Friendship, and Political Reconciliation. 

Paper presented at Eastern Division, American Philosophical Association, Society for 

Philosophy and Public Affairs, Boston. (National) 

 

 

Invited Papers at Symposia 
 

May, S. C. (presented 2011). Moral Status and the Direction of Duties. In Political Philosophy, 

Policy, and Law Program. Symposium conducted at the meeting of University of 

Virginia, Charlottesville, VA. (State) 

 

May, S. C. (presented 2010). Democratic Legitimacy and the Meaning of Religious 

Establishment. In Center for Ethics and Public Affairs. Symposium conducted at the 

meeting of Tulane University, New Orleans. (National) 

 

May, S. C. (presented 2008). Religious Democracy and the Liberal Principle of Legitimacy. In 

Department of Philosophy. Symposium conducted at the meeting of Florida International 

University, Miami, FL. (National) 
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May, S. C. (presented 2008). Religious Disagreement and the Liberal Principle of Legitimacy. In 

Department of Politics. Symposium conducted at the meeting of Newcastle University, 

Newcastle, UK. (International) 

 

 

Refereed Papers at Conferences 
 

May, S. C. (presented 2015). Exemptions for Conscience. Paper presented at The Scope of 

Religious Exemptions, BGSU, Bowling Green. (International) 

 

May, S. C. (presented 2010). Public Justification and the Ethics of Citizenship. Paper presented 

at Association for Legal and Social Philosophy, Association for Legal and Social 

Philosophy, Southampton, UK. (International) 

 

May, S. C. (presented 2009). Compromise and Reconciliation in Democratic Transitions. Paper 

presented at Society for Applied Philosophy, Society for Applied Philosophy, Leeds, UK. 

(International) 

 

May, S. C. (presented 2009). Compromise and Reconciliation in Democratic Transitions. Paper 

presented at Association for Legal and Social Philosophy, Association for Legal and 

Social Philosophy, Edinburgh, UK. (International) 

 

May, S. C. (presented 2009). Compromise and Reconciliation in Democratic Transitions. Paper 

presented at Conflict and Compromise, Manchester Metropolitan University, Manchester, 

UK. (International) 

 

May, S. C. (presented 2009). Transitional Pacts and the Ideal Theory of Legitimacy. Paper 

presented at Association for Political Theory, Association for Political Theory, Texas 

A&M University, College Station, TX. (National) 

 

May, S. C. (presented 2008). Liberal Neutrality and Marriage Equality. Paper presented at 

Society for Applied Philosophy, Society for Applied Philosophy, Manchester, UK. 

(International) 

 

May, S. C. (presented 2008). Liberal Neutrality and Marriage Equality. Paper presented at 

Virginia Philosophical Association, Virginia Philosophical Association, Roanoke, VA. 

(State) 

 

May, S. C. (presented 2006). Moral Accommodation and Democratic Reconciliation. Paper 

presented at Coming to Terms with Reconciliation, University of Wisconsin, Madison, 

WI. (International) 
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Invited Presentations at Conferences 
 

May, S. C. (presented 2012). Comments on David Miller, "Are Human Rights Unconditional?". 

Presentation at Conference on Philosophy, Politics, Economics and Law, University of 

Richmond. (National) 

 

May, S. C. (presented 2012). Comments on David Sobel, "Self-Ownership and the Conflation 

Problem". Presentation at New Orleans Invitational Seminar in Ethics Conference, New 

Orleans Invitational Seminar in Ethics. (National) 

 

May, S. C. (presented 2011). Comments on Jeffrey Moriarty, "Desert's Role in Distributive and 

Retributive Justice". Presentation at New Orleans Invitational Seminar in Ethics 

Conference, New Orleans Invitational Seminar in Ethics. (National) 

 

May, S. C. (presented 2006). Comments on Larry May, "Elements of the Crime of Aggression". 

Presentation at Philosophical Issues in International Law, University of North Carolina, 

Greensboro. (National) 

 

May, S. C. (presented 2006). Comments on William FitzPatrick, "Future Generations and 

Climate Change". Presentation at James Buchanan Colloquium, Virginia Tech. 

(National) 

 

 

Invited Presentations at Symposia 
 

May, S. C. (presented 2010). Reasons for Compromise. In Alan Wertheimer (Chair), 

Compromise. Presentation at the meeting of National Institutes for Health, Bethesda, 

MD. (National) 

 

 

Digital Projects 
 

Invited Digital Projects 
 

May, S. C. (2011). "Marriage", with Elizabeth Brake [Video Presentation]. Philosophy TV.  

Retrieved from http://www.philostv.com/elizabeth-brake-and-simon-may/ 

 

 

Reviews of My Research and Original Creative Work by Other Authors 
 

Reviews Appearing in Journals 
 

Neufeld, B. (2010). Reciprocity and Liberal Legitimacy: Critical Comment on May. Journal of 

Ethics and Social Philosophy, 1-7. Retrieved from 

http://www.jesp.org/articles/download/RLL_copyeditedformatted.pdf 

 

http://www.philostv.com/elizabeth-brake-and-simon-may/
http://www.jesp.org/articles/download/RLL_copyeditedformatted.pdf
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Additional Research or Original Creative Work Not Reported Elsewhere 
 

May, S. C. (2013). "Our Adoration for Mandela". Al Jazeera America Online.  

 

May, S. C. (2011). "What Purpose Should Justice Serve?", World, Have Your Say. BBC World 

Service.  

 

 

Service 
 

Florida State University 
 

FSU Department Service 
 

Editorial Board Member, Social Theory and Practice (2012–present). 

 

 

The Profession 
 

Guest Editing for Refereed Journals 
 

May, S. C. (Ed.). (2011). Symposium on "Democratic Rights" by Corey Brettschneider [Special 

Issue]. Representation, 47. 

 

 

Editorial Board Membership(s) 
 

Social Theory and Practice (2012–present). 

 

 

Guest Reviewer for Refereed Journals 
 

Critica (2013–present). 

 

Ethical Theory and Moral Practice (2013–present). 

 

European Journal of Political Theory (2013–present). 

 

Journal of Political Philosophy (2013–present). 

 

Journal of Religious Ethics (2013–present). 

 

Canadian Journal of Philosophy (2012–present). 
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Critical Review of International Social and Political Philosophy (2011–present). 

 

Political Studies (2011–present). 

 

Res Publica (2010–present). 

 

Journal of Moral Philosophy (2009–present). 

 

Social Theory and Practice (2009–present). 

 

Journal of Social Philosophy (2008–present). 

 

Bioethics (2007–present). 

 

Journal of Politics (2007–present). 

 

Philosophical Studies (2007–present). 

 

 

Service to Professional Associations 
 

Founder and Administrator, Public Reason (2007–2012). 

 


